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About the 

Together Conference
2021
Youth can and do change the world! We have always been at the forefront of
transformative, sustainable, and global change. Yet, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender,
queer, and intersex (LGBTQI+1) youth around the world disproportionately face violence,
stigma, and discrimination due to who they are, who they love, and the activism that they
do. These interpersonal and structural inequalities often deny LGBTQI+ youth2 their human
rights to education, employment, health, housing, and meaningful political participation;
inequalities which have only been exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Despite this, many LGBTQI+ youth
are ready to face challenges and
are resilient as they lead our
collective journey to freedom! It is
this resilience and passion which
will be the driving force for
continued change. That is why we
hosted Together - Today in
Resistance, Tomorrow in Solidarity,
and Forever in Freedom or simply,
The Together Conference. This
strategic conference invited young
LGBTQI+ activists and youth-led,
youth-focused organisations to
come together and collaborate to
produce a stronger movement
locally, regionally, and globally.



Резолюция

Conference organisers of the Together Conference 2021.


1. We use the acronym LGBTQI+ as an umbrella term to describe all identities under the sexual orientation, gender identity and
expression, and sex characteristics (SOGIESC) umbrella.

2. We define youth as a person 35 years and younger.





The Together Conference created a space that brought together youth activists as we
move forward in creating a new normal that is more inclusive, sustainable, and equitable.
This moment in our history called for an action-oriented space that enabled critical
reflection, facilitated open dialogue for sharing struggles, and planned a collective path
forward for our movements. We identified the most prevalent problems, offered solutions,
and developed recommendations that addressed key issues facing LGBTQI+ youth.


The Together Conference, Central Asia & Europe regional conference, brought together
leaders from seven organisations working on LGBTQI+ youth topics at the local, national,
and global levels. The conference organisers included Feminist Initiative Feminita, Global
Queer Youth Network, Kyrgyz Indigo, IGLYO, ILGA World, ShoutOut, & The Global Center. 


This online and highly-interactive conference reflected the democratic youth engagement
and decision-making practices we aim to foster in our societies. This conference was also
a seed in building a movement of LGBTQI+ youth activists advocating through both unity
and intersectionality for the areas that impact their everyday lives. The Together
Conference recentred the ongoing work of our community, drove forward impact on a
global scale, and contributed to forming futures where all LGBTQI+ youth are free and
equal.

Introduction
The Together Statement is a democratically-formed collective statement created by
LGBTQI+ youth activists and organisations around the world. This first statement was
formed at The Together Conference in December 2021 , focusing on the Central Asia and
Europe region. It details the greatest problems, solutions, and recommendations facing
LGBTQI+ youth today in the five key areas of education, employment, health, housing, and
political participation. 


The purpose of the Together Statement is to provide key stakeholders with a call to action
directly from the voices of LGBTQI+ youth and organisations. Youth are the key to
transformative, sustainable, and global change. However, lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, queer and intersex (LGBTQI+) youth are often left out of pivotal
conversations that impact multiple facets of their lives (where we are often talked about,
rather than consulted with), missing the opportunity for us to have a meaningful seat at
the table. This Statement shows that LGBTQI+ youth are ready and resilient in the face of
numerous barriers as they lead a collective path forward for the movement.


The Together Statement observes, was inspired by, and build off existing policy
frameworks, including the Darlington Statement, Yogyakarta Principles, United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child, European Convention on Human Rights, Charter
of Fundamental Rights of the European Union, European Pillar of Social Rights, European
Commission LGBTIQ Equality Strategy, EU Strategy of the Rights of the Child, Council of
Europe standards on the rights of the child Recommendation CM/Rec(2010)5 from the
Committee of Ministers to member States on measures to combat discrimination on
grounds of sexual orientation or gender identity, and Sustainable Development Goals.

The Together Statement - Theory of Change
Youth and organisations are provided with a space to voice the greatest problems,
solutions, and recommendations facing LGBTQI+ youth today in the five key areas
of education, employment, health, housing, and political participation.
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The Together Statement is drafted, published, and signed by LGBTQI+
youth, organisations, and key stakeholders.

The Statement is used by numerous key stakeholders (e.g.,
policymakers, activists, educators) at the local, state, national, regional,
and international levels to advocate for more inclusive policies and
practices.
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As the Together Conference expands, regional
Statements are drafted.

A Global Together Statement is drafted, published,
signed, and utilised.

Methodology
The

Together

Conference

programme

was

planned

by

seven

LGBTQI-youth

focused

organisations in order to create a democratically-formed, collective statement. Hosted on
December 11, 2021, the guided consultation process for forming The Together Statement
was

informed

by

27

live

attendees

and

a

secondary

virtual

consultation

pool

of

84

individuals. These contributions were remotely received from 34 countries, including the
Czech

Republic,

Georgia,

Kazakhstan,

and

more.

The

conference

began

with

a

youth

activist panel, facilitated networking space, and remarks by invited guests. 



Then, all attendees were placed in one room on the Zoom video conferencing platform to
facilitate

an

interactive

space

for

attendees

to

identify

and

dialogue

about

the

biggest

problems, solutions, and recommendations facing LGBTQI+ youth today. A host guided the
discussion with five panellists, one from each of the five key areas, to answer three main
questions:


Challenges: What are the main challenges LGBTQI+ youth experience in your key area
Best Practices:

Do you know any best practices, resilience examples, or success stories

about your key area
Recommendations & Call-to-Action: What recommendations or call to action would
you ask for relevant stakeholders (e.g., policymakers, activists, educators)?

These questions served as a launching point to a broader conversation with everyone in
the room. Utilising a RiseUp document, the whole group mutually decided to collaborate
on a document to ensure all discussions were written down. We spent 20 minutes working
independently

in

order

for

each

person

to

create

their

calls

to

action

based

on

the

challenges discussed. We then came back to the larger group and presented the points,
allowing others across the conference to add their feedback and suggestions. 



After

the

conference,

we

kept

the

RiseUp

document

open

for

48

hours

for

conference

attendees to add anything else they wished. We also emailed the document to the 100+
people who registered for the conference to submit their calls to action as well. After this,
we

closed

the

RiseUp

pad

and

began

to

structure

what

was

listed

into

sections.

The

organisers then collated the document through a double-blind review process. We then
copy

edited

conference

and

proofread

organisers

then

the

document

met

to

numerous

standardise

times

to

the

discuss

language
the

and

structure,

tone.

key

The

points,

translations, design, and a publication strategy. We then shared the final Statement with
participants and partners to sign and posted it on the conference’s website to be able to
gain public signatures and use for advocacy purposes.


Preamble
We recall that all human beings, including LGBTQI+ youth, are born free and equal in
dignity and rights.

 

We acknowledge that LGBTQI+ youth exist in all cultures and societies throughout
history.


We reaffirm that human rights are universal, indivisible, and interrelated in every
context, and that every LGBTQI+ youth has the right to physical, mental, spiritual,
moral and social development.


We acknowledge that LGBTQI+ youth around the world disproportionately face
violence, stigma, and discrimination due to who they are, who they love, and the
activism that they do. 


We acknowledge that interpersonal and structural inequalities often deny LGBTQI+
youth their human rights to education, employment, health, housing, and meaningful
political participation, and that these inequalities have been exacerbated by the
COVID-19 pandemic. 


We affirm that an LGBTQI+ youth's education, employment, health, housing, and political
participation are all inextricably linked, and that each affects the others.


We recognise that LGBTQI+ people and organisations are often weaponised to prop up
support for authoritative regimes, and demand an end to this practice.


We recognise the right to life and protection against extrajudicial killings, torture and
ill-treatment, sexual assault and rape, invasions of privacy, and arbitrary detention. 


We acknowledge that LGBTQI+ youth in the Central Asia and European region often face
dangers posed by harmful actors, and call for the creation of safe spaces for youth not
centred on alcohol to congregate, learn, offer affirmative peer support, and advocate
for their needs.


We demand data on cultural, social, and family violence that is democratically
accessible and interactive online to hold parties accountable for countries within the
Central Asia and European framework.


We call on governments to recognise and apologise for harms they have perpetrated
against LGBTQI+ people and communities.


We call on foreign ministers in Central Asia and Europe to leverage their positions to
support LGBTQI+ youth, including through foreign aid. Governments should respond
meaningfully to the oppression of LGBTQI+ people in other countries, while also
recognising the issues faced within their own context.

We recognise that LGBTQI+ youth advocacy often centres Europe and America in an
enduring system of colonisation (which has been historically influenced by white
supremacy and racism), and call on LGBTQI+ people, activists, and organisations to
work together across Central Asia and Europe.


We ask that the LGBTQI+ community and its organisations be able to work freely and
provide services directly to the community, and that their potential and experience
should be recognised as a valuable source for public, systemic, and institutional good.


We note that queer movements are often examined without consideration of their
intersections with other social movements, including climate change, racial justice,
immigration justice, and indigenous rights. 


We call upon all people to respect the value of inclusive spiritual and religious
institutions. We recognise that LGBTQI-inclusive education and people are not
inherently separate from spiritual spaces.


We recognise that identities outside the gender binary are often ignored. We call upon
all people to recognise and include nonbinary, gender nonconforming, genderfluid, twospirit, and all other gender-expansive identities.


We recognise that intersex persons are historically underrecognised by governments
and advocacy organisations. We note that some intersex individuals and organisations
do not consider themselves a part of the LGBTQI+ movement; however, we call for
sustained intersectional advocacy that includes the needs of the intersex community.


We call for increased recognition of intersectionality between LGBTQI+ identities and
race, ethnicity, nationality, religion, disability, class, immigration status, and other
aspects of a person's life and background.

 

We demand LGBTQI-inclusive refugee and asylum-seeking processes, particularly
those on the margins of sexual and gender fluidity, bisexual people, and those who may
face violence.


We demand that LGBTQI+ people have the right to form relationships, same-sex
marriage, and family rights without fear of retribution or retaliation, and recognise the
importance and benefits of supportive parents, caregivers, and families that affect
LGBTQI+ youths' daily lives.


We recognise that LGBTQI+ youth-led organisations face barriers to sustainable
funding, and call on governments to prioritise funding to these groups in recognition of
these challenges. We also believe funding should be spread relatively equitably
between sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, and sex characteristics.
Further, parties should not include letters in their acronym that they are not
meaningfully funding or including in their work. 


We call for events pertaining to LGBTQI+ rights whether virtual or in person to be both
accessible and safe to attend. We must ensure that marginalised LGBTQI+ youth,
including ethnic minorities, migrants, refugees, asylum seekers, and deaf youth have
equal access to resources and support and ensure linguistic inclusivity in all
programmes and materials. Further, we require meetings and gatherings, especially
where decision making is taking place, to be safe and accessible.


We acknowledge the need for digital literacy and security to combat misinformation,
hate speech, cyberbullying, and online abuse, and demand that artificial intelligence,
facial recognition, and biometric systems have bias detection and correction against
LGBTQI+ people.


We demand to move forward in creating a new normal that is more inclusive,
sustainable, and equitable, and recognise the need for a new, recentred strategy on
how to create freedom for LGBTQI+ youth globally. 


Education

We urge researchers and academics to map the situation of LGBTQI+ youth
experiences, activism, and the state of LGBTQI-inclusive education throughout Central
Asia and Europe. 


We acknowledge that LGBTQI+ youth face disproportionate levels of bullying,
harassment, and discrimination in educational settings which can result in loneliness,
isolation, depression, and suicide. We call on educational institutions to use a wholeschool approach that implements anonymous and effective reporting mechanisms to
solve these problems.


We recognise that stigma, discrimination, and violence is often caused either by a lack
of education or inaccurate education leading to misconceptions, and thus call on
educational institutions to implement targeted strategies and supports that cultivate
better mental health and a greater sense of belonging.

 

We encourage educational institutions to create child-centred school policies and
action plans in consultation with LGBTQI+ youth, including but not limited to providing
accessible all-gender restrooms.


We ask governments to ensure education is intersectional and used as a
transformative praxis to eliminate harmful binary, heteronormative, and patriarchal
cultural practices.


We ask educational institutions to provide students with transformational queer
content, including library books, textbooks, and classroom signs, and encourage
publishing companies to produce and disseminate age-appropriate, accurate, and
affirming childrens’ books on LGBTQI+ topics.


We call on governments to implement comprehensive sexuality education in public,
private,
levels

and

as

vocational

laid

out

in

schools

the

at

the

pre-primary,

International

Technical

primary,

Guidelines

secondary,
on

and

Sexuality

tertiary

Education.

Curriculum must be co-created with LGBTQI+ communities, activists, and organisations
and

made

available

in

all

official

languages

within

any

given

context.

Further,

this

curriculum should be intersex-inclusive, trans-inclusive, and sex worker-inclusive and
provide a historical education that includes queer social movements, historical figures,
and significant events. 



We ask governments to create policies ensuring teachers and school personnel at all
age levels are required to undergo anti-discrimination and LGBTQI-specific inclusion
training. 



We demand governments to devote funding and create LGBTQI-specific programs to
facilitate

the

increased

inclusion

of

interagency

LGBTQI+

support

people
within

in

educational

implementing

institutions.

We

governments

to

ask

for

ensure

comprehensive, sustainable, impactful, and meaningful LGBTQI+ specific educational
initiatives.



We invite universities to provide scholarships to support LGBTQI+ people. We note that
tertiary

education

is

often

inaccessible

to

LGBTIQ+

people

for

a

variety

of

reasons,

including familial rejection and financial instability. Therefore, it is vital that educational
institutions

provide

clear,

meaningful,

and

sustainable

pathways

to

engage

marginalised persons.

Employment
We reaffirm that creating a welcoming workplace fosters personal, organisation, and
societal development for all.



We note that employers in the Central Asia and European region may operate in hostile
environments where their LGBTQI+ employees face danger, fear, and persecution. 



We note that unemployment, underemployment, unstable sources of income, and
discrimination
encourage

at

work

companies

feeds

to

many

develop

other

issues

LGBTQI-inclusive

faced

by

social

security

our

community,
benefits

in

and
their

organisations in contexts where protections are not in place for LGBTQI+ people.



We demand organisations give LGBTQI+ youth a seat at the table when key decisions
are made, and to develop pipelines for queer leaders in leadership and management
positions.



We

call

for

the

creation of organisations, governmental bodies, and initiatives

to

directly support LGBTQI+ youth in accessing employment.



We ask government to create clear, concrete non-discrimination laws and accessible
reporting processes which protect LGBTQI+ workers.


We repudiate companies who engage in rainbow washing during Pride for marketing
and profits, and spend the rest of the year silent on LGBTQI+ rights or actively fighting
against us.


We call on companies to further the research, power, and compensation of employee
resources groups and to compensate LGBTQI+ people within these groups for their
additional labour.


We call on large, medium, and small enterprises, both private and public, to create a
justice, diversity, equality, and inclusion plan that works for a greater balance of
gender and sexual identities across all levels of staff, particularly in management and
leadership roles, and is inclusive of the entire employment process, and that
organisations make these plans visible and transparent.


We demand that employers who operate in hostile environments (many of whom may
operate across borders) make public commitments to stand up for their LGBTQI+
employees worldwide, and start a dialogue with LGBTQI+ people and civil society.


Health

We reaffirm the right to the highest attainable standard of emotional, mental,
physical, sexual, and spiritual health.


We demand an end to the pathologisation of LGBTQI+ people and identities, and need
all countries to pass laws that ban conversion therapy practices and hold acting
entities accountable. We also call for an strategic, measurable, attainable, relevant,
time-based, and action-oriented plan to be implemented which will ban all nonconsensual intersex genital and medical interventions, regardless of age or context.


We acknowledge that LGBTQI+ youth, specifically trans and intersex people, face
disparities in health due to unequal treatment, access to medical care, and
discrimination by their health care providers that can have lifelong implications.


We recognise how rural and geographically remote settings often impact an LGBTQI+
youths’ access to quality health care.


We encourage policymakers to facilitate labour migration, scholarships, and
incentives to provide LGBTQI-inclusive services in under-developed regions and
provincial towns.


We call upon stakeholders to invest in isolated LGBTQI+ youth, particularly at a time
when the COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted the impacts of isolation on LGBTQI+
youths’ mental and physical health.


We recognise the disproportionate rates of suicide for LGBTQI+ youth and call for
prevention measures, research, curricula, trainings, materials, and evaluation methods
that solve this problem.

We recognise that a lack of gender- and sexuality-affirming medical health
professionals is a barrier to care in many countries and communities, and that many
act upon misconceptions, bias, and stigma that stands in the way of high-quality,
human-centred health care. Thus, we demand that health workers are trained to
support LGBTQI+ patients.


We call for governments and institutions to revoke or deny licences to health
professionals who discriminate against LGBTQI+ individuals.


We demand that all states implement safe, free, appropriate, accessible, and informed
health care and insurance pathways.


We demand a commitment to later life care for our community, including preparations
for inclusive care homes, elderly nursing supports, and end-of-life care.


We call for research on how HRT and HIV medication interact with the LGBTQI+
communities in contexts where limited information exists.


We require there to be access to gender-affirming healthcare and surgeries for trans
and non-binary youth. 


We demand access to high-quality mental health counselling, especially in nonaccepting environments.


We urge that LGBTQI+ youth be informed, consensual, and empowered in order to
make their own decisions regarding medical treatment and care.


Housing

We affirm that all people, including LGBTQI+ youth, have the right to affordable,
habitable, accessible, culturally appropriate, and safe and secure housing.


We understand the need reconceptualise homelessness. We note that housing
insecurity can take many forms, and that to effectively support LGBTQI+ youth
experiencing homelessness, we must look beyond common misconceptions and
stereotypes.


We recognise that homelessness stems from intersectional issues, and that housing
insecurity affects an individual's health, education, political participation, and all other
aspects of life.


We condemn discriminatory evictions of LGBTQI+ people, and call on policymakers to
pass laws forbidding this practice.


We recognise that many LGBTQI+ youth experiencing homelessness have faced and are
fleeing domestic violence, and call for the prioritisation of LGBTQI+ survivors’ safety over
the housing properties of their abusers.


We call on local governments to provide funds and physical spaces supporting
LGBTQI+ youth facing housing instability.


We demand more data to accurately document the LGBTQI+ youth homelessness crisis.


We encourage the use of neighbourhood and peer support for security, health, and
adequate housing.


We call on governments to support LGBTQI+ youth asylum seekers and refugees from
hostile contexts in finding safe places to live by providing funds towards flights, visas,
and temporary relocation.


We call on civil society and policymakers involved with homelessness and emergency
accommodation to work together and be properly trained on LGBTQI+ topics.


Political Participation
We recall that LGBTQI+ youth have the human right to meaningful participation in
political and democratic life.


We demand an end to the use of LGBTQI+ people as a political instrument by
politicians and authorities.


We ask politicians to combat hate speech; rather, be drivers of inclusion and use
affirming language and statements.


We reject the creation of so-called ‘LGBTQI+ free zones’ and demand that local
governments renounce this false construct that denies our existence and stifles our
ability to advocate for our community.


We acknowledge the barriers LGBTQI+ youth face when accessing political spaces
including cost, resources, network, and expertise, and thus ask that all policy actions are
embedded in an LGBTIQ- and youth-friendly approach.


We demand governments offer safe spaces that encourage LGBTQI+ youth to
participate in systems of change.


We condemn the physical and digital surveillance of LGBTQI+ civil society
organisations, activists, and individuals, and urge that law enforcement, judicial
agencies, and authorities be sensitised about the needs of LGBTQI+ people. 


We call for an end to the systemic barriers within many countries preventing the
registration of new political parties and civil society organisations.


We call for a well-funded, accessible legal support system for LGBTQI+ youth, activists,
and organisations.

We call on political entities to actively engage with LGBTQI+ youth communities and
civil society organisations in an intentional and action-driven mode, which asks for input
across all issue areas. It is vital that all levels of society are informed by the needs of our
community, as justice for us all cannot occur without us.


We call for the inclusion of LGBTIQ+ youth, activists, and organisations in the formation
of public policy concerning LGBTIQ+ youth. 


We urge for the establishment of youth councils at all levels of government, made up of
diverse young people, including LGBTQI+ youth, to steer policies and programmes
towards youth inclusivity. 


We call for increased training in LGBTQI+ rights and civic participation in a way that also
ensures privacy and safety of those involved.


We call on those in seats of power to make funding and grants accessible to us with
proactive outreach, use LGBTQI+ inclusive language, and that more unrestricted funding
streams be made available to LGBTQI+ youth.


We call on all foreigner ministers and country officials to offer foreign aid to countries
inside and outside the European Union to increase the LGBTQI+ youth rights movement.


