Education Work 2017
LGBTQI INCLUSIVE EDUCATION PROJECT PHASE ONE
LGBTQI Inclusive Education Index
In 2017, IGLYO employed a full-time Education Officer to lead and develop IGLYO’s new flagship education project, the
LGBTQI Inclusive Education Index and Country Report. Providing the first comprehensive overview of state education
systems in Europe, the project aims to highlight good practices in LGBTQI inclusion, encourage international cooperation and ensure that the issue remains high on the agendas of Member States.

The Indicators

http://www.education-index.org/

The first main output of the project was the development of ten comparable indicators on which to score each
country. IGLYO set up an international steering group of experts to review and refine the indicators to ensure
they covered all the main elements which result in a safe, supportive and inclusive experience for LGBTQI
learners. Where possible, the indicators are also segregated by sexual orientation, gender identity and
expression, and variations in sex characteristics to include all identities and realities within the data.

Project Film

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cb50JxLdVAc

To raise awareness of the project and highlight the need for such work, IGLYO commissioned a short film summarising
the issues faced by LGBTQI learners and introducing the Index and Report. This was officially launched as part of the
opening plenary of the IDAHOT Forum 2017.
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LGBTQI Inclusive Education Website (Oct 2017)
In October, IGLYO will launch the LGBTQI Inclusive Education website. The interactive map will clearly show which
indicators each country has and has yet to achieve, as well as displaying the full country report beneath. Over time the
website will be developed so that approved country experts can update it as changes happen, ensuring that the
information provided is live and evolving rather than fixed to a specific period in time.

LGBTQI Inclusive Education Country Report (Dec 2017)
IGLYO is developing the LGBTQI Inclusive Education report to support Member States in their efforts to make schools
inclusive of all. The goal of the report is to provide an overview of LGBTQI inclusion of each Council of Europe country
and to evaluate the education sector inclusive strategies. The project is based on the collection of qualitative data about
the situation of LGBTQI young people to evaluate the extent to which each Council of Europe country has developed
inclusive policies on education. Information has been mainly collected by local experts from civil society organisations
who work in the field of education. With this information, IGLYO will create a narrative file to describe the situation in
each country.
LGBTQI Inclusive Education Index (Dec 2017)
IGLYO has been working with a group of international experts to develop ten European LGBTQI inclusive education
indicators. The indicators were tested in an initial phase on seven different countries. They were then refined and
endorsed by other relevant LGBTQI international organisations (ILGA Europe, TGEU and OII Europe). With these
indicators, IGLYO will create the first edition of the LGBTQI Inclusive Education Index. The Index consists of a table to
easily compare the situation between the different Member States and encourage international cooperation.
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Inclusive Education Meeting (Brussels, Belgium: Dec 2017)
In partnership with UNESCO, IGLYO will co-ordinate a European follow-up meeting to the Call for Action by Ministers.
This will be an opportunity for European Member States who have affirmed the Call for Action to review progress in the
implementation of their commitments, and to plan for further actions to enhance their capacity to measure and monitor
the inclusion of LGBTQI learners in schools. To inform the meeting, existing measurement tools developed in Europe by
which to assess the inclusion of LGBTQI learners in schools shall be identified, and a European-wide school-based
survey of the experience of LGBTQI learners in schools (referred to as “the school-based student experience survey”
hereafter) will be proposed, for the participating countries to consider undertaking. In addition, a literature review will
be conducted to inform the development of the school-based survey.

The draft agenda for the meeting is included below:

December 2017
Day 1: IGLYO Steering Group Meeting (8 delegates)
Time

Activity

14:00 – 14:30
14:30 – 14:45

Registration & welcome
Steering group terms of reference and aims

Notes

Agree the purpose of the group and discuss commitment from different
members
14:45 – 15:30

Discussion on previous research and work on inclusive education

IGLYO will present their previous work on inclusive education and
highlight other relevant research
15:30 – 17:00

LGBTQI school student survey draft and research protocol discussion

Steering group will review IGLYO’s draft survey and the research project
plan and timeline
17:00 – 17:15

Concluding remarks

Final comments from the group and next meeting date confirmed.
17:15 – 18:00

UNESCO Follow Up Meeting Discussion

Run through of the event agenda for the following day and roles of the
Steering Group throughout the day.
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Day 2: Education sector responses to homophobic bullying: European follow up meeting (40-50 delegates)
Time
08:30 – 09:00

Activity
Registration

09:00 – 10:30

Opening Speeches

Notes

Invited Speakers
UNESCO Representative
IGLYO Representative
10:30 – 11:00

BREAK

11:00 – 12:00

Presentation of previous research and work on inclusive education

IGLYO to present their previous work on inclusive education and invited
speakers to highlight other relevant research
12:00 – 13:30

World cafe: good practices from member states

Representatives from Member States would be asked in advance if they
would be interested in presenting a good practice case study from their
country. 4-5 initiatives would be selected prior to the event. The
remaining participants would move in small groups between each
presenter, hearing about each project briefly and then engaging in a short
question and answer session to generate ideas.
13:30 – 15:00

LUNCH

15:00 – 15:30

UNESCO call to action

UNESCO to present the Ministerial Call to Action to frame future actions
and underline the commitments already made by member states
15:30 – 17:00

Regional action planning

Participants will be arranged in small groups geographically to discuss
and plan some concrete actions for progressing LGBTQI inclusion within
schools. Steering Group members will be assigned to each group to
facilitate.
17:00 – 17:30

Feedback

Brief feedback from each group.
17:30 – 18:00

Closing Speeches

TBC
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LGBTQI INCLUSIVE EDUCATION PRESENTATIONS & WORKSHOPS
High Level Ministerial Conference on LGBTQI Equality Mainstreaming (Valletta, Malta: Feb 2017)
IGLYO was invited to participate in the conference that was held in Malta as part of the Maltese presidency of European
Union. Rubén Ávila (Education Officer) participated on a panel about equality mainstreaming in education. He shared
good practices and presented IGLYO’s current work, highlighting the importance of an LGBTQI inclusive approach on
education to tackle discrimination. Ksenija Joksimovic (IGLYO Co Chair) and Julia Kata (IGLYO Board) were also
involved in the event. IGLYO engaged in conversations with governmental representatives, civil society organisations,
and other delegates.

Inclusive Education Workshop at the LGBTI Governmental Focal Point Meeting (Brussels, Belgium: May 2017)

IGLYO was invited to organise a workshop on inclusive education as part of the LGBTI Focal Point Network meeting.
The aim of this session was to discuss how to effectively tackle discrimination on grounds of sexual orientation, gender
identity and expression or sex characteristics at school. The workshop focused on the evaluation of the education
sector responses on a range of ten indicators proposed by IGLYO. More than 25 representatives attended this session
led by Euan Platt (Executive Co-ordinator) and Rubén Ávila (Education Officer). Ben Baks (Dutch Ministry of Education,
Culture & Science) and a young person from Belgium were also invited to make contributions to the workshop.

The Indicators & Film Launch at the IDAHOT Forum (Brussels, Belgium: May 2017)
As part of the IDAHOT Forum plenary, Euan Platt (Executive Co-ordinator) officially launched the LGBTQI Inclusive
Education Index by providing an introduction to the project and screening the indicators film. After several years of
participating in the Forum and gradually gaining profile, IGLYO hopes that the education project has now cemented its
place in the official programme for future years.
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European Commission Third Good Practice Exchange Seminar (Lisbon, Portugal: June 2017)
The European Commission organised a good practice exchange seminar to discuss policies to combat bullying based
on sexual orientation, gender identity/expression or sex characteristics. IGLYO was invited to provide a summary of the
current situation in Europe. Rubén Ávila (Education Officer) gave a brief overview of the key emerging issues of LGBTQI
inclusive education. Minimum standards to benchmark and guide current initiatives were also discussed and the case
studies of some European countries were presented. Euan Platt (Executive Co-ordinator) gave additional input on
addressing online bullying. Both, Executive Co-ordinator and Education Officer participated in many discussions
throughout the seminar, advocating for the inclusion of young people and civil society organisations in the design,
implementation and evaluation of policies to combat bullying on grounds of sexual orientation, gender
identity/expression or sex characteristics. The meeting was also attended by Brenda Langezaal, which provided an
opportunity for IGLYO to give an update on our work.

LGBTQI Subjects for the Education Sector (Luxembourg City, Luxembourg: Oct 2017)

Rubén Ávila (Education Officer) is invited to deliver a keynote speech on IGLYO’s LGBTQI Inclusive Education Project at
this national education conference. IGLYO hopes to use this opportunity to build relations with the Luxembourgish
government to ensure that LGBTQI inclusion within education is established as a priority.
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LGBTQI INCLUSIVE EDUCATION PROJECT PHASE TWO (2018 -2019)
Introduction

IGLYO is working hard to become the ‘go to’ European organisation in relation to LGBTQI inclusion within education. We
have been working directly with LGBTQI learners and young people for over twelve years on the subject and have
developed a wide range of research and resources. In 2017, however, IGLYO made a significant leap with this work,
launching a new flagship project, the LGBTQI Inclusive Education Index and Country Report. For 2018 – 2019, IGLYO will
embark on phase two of this project with the activities detailed below.

LGBTQI School Student Survey
The next phase of the project will begin in 2018 with the creation of the first European-wide LGBTQI School Students’
Survey. Complementing the Education Index, the survey will highlight the current experiences and lived realities of
LGBTQI learners across Europe. The survey findings will add another layer of understanding to how inclusive and
supportive state education systems are for LGBTQI learners. The Index and Country Report will show what policies and
practices are in place, while the Student Survey will reveal if these measures are translating into positive experiences for
current learners.
National Mentorship Programme
The second component of this phase will involve identifying 2-3 countries and working intensively with civil society
organisations and national governments to identify areas for improvement and develop a concrete action plan. Rather
than simply show countries where they need to improve through the Index and Country Report, we will aim to
proactively target and work with Member States that show an interest in tackling these issues. The Student Survey and
targeted mentorship programme will run for 18 months from January 2018 – June 2019. For the final 18 months of the
period (July 2019 – December 2020), the second edition of the Inclusive Education Index and Country Report would be
produced, revealing what progress had been made across Europe and highlighting new good practices. IGLYO believes
that the continuation of both projects in the longer term will ensure that LGBTQI inclusion within education remains
firmly on Member States’ agendas and will put the necessary pressure on national governments to implement positive
change.
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