Proposal 4

IGLYO GMM 2007


Policy on alcohol

IGLYO events, such as study sessions and conferences, are possibilities for young LGBTQ people of Europe and the world to get together, not only for discussions but also for social activities. When young people are social, alcohol is often included. How does IGLYO handle these issues and what opinions do the organizers have? We believe that it is important that IGLYO has an outspoken standpoint when it comes to the use of alcohol. We also believe that it is important that the responsibility lies with the organizers and the organization, rather than with the participants, since we believe that peer pressure makes people drink when they might not have, out of risk of “being boring”.

At the moment, many IGLYO events include a lot of drinking and partying during the evenings. It is a very good way for participants to get to know each other, to make new contacts and find new friends all over Europe. But there are negative aspects of these activities, which we find need addressing. 

Firstly, not everybody does drink alcohol. This might be for various reasons, out of conviction, religious belief, experience of alcohol abuse and so on. Regardless of what reason, the encouragement of collective drinking means excluding some of the participants. It might also work excluding in the way that not everybody can afford to take part.

Secondly, drinking influences the efficiency of the conference or the meeting. The time we have at our hands for working with the actual theme of the meeting is limited and mostly too short to begin with. Many morning sessions are delayed because of participants arriving late or not at all, and the capacity is limited because of tiredness. We believe that it is important to make the most of the times we actually meet, since it does not happen very often.

Thirdly, while under influence people are more exposed to risk behavior. We also know that LGBTQ youth is more exposed to risk behavior in general, and more prone to drink or use drugs than straight youth and we find it important to create alternative ways of socializing, also as an inspiration for participants to bring back home.
With this background, we suggest that

IGLYO formulates an alcohol policy, which contains the following:

· 1 out of 3 days at IGLYO events is alcohol free

· If alcohol is provided for by the organizers, it should be in limited amounts

· Organizers are responsible for arranging social activities that do not include alcohol
On behalf of

FSS, Organization of Queer Students in Iceland
ANSO, Association of Nordic LGBTQ Student Organizations

NUS UK, National Union of Students United Kingdom

RFSL Ungdom, The Swedish Youth federation for LGBT rights

KPH, Campaign Against Homophobia, Poland

SFG, The Federation of Swedish LGBT Student Organizations

[aikju] Identity Queer, Austria

