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Time to broaden the activities even more

During the last few years, IGLYO has showed a great variety in the activities organized. The study sessions and conferences have been on various themes: mental health, education, religion, and so on. This is something we are very happy about.

However, IGLYO can manifest an even greater variety in the activities organized. IGLYO represent the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer student and youth movement of Europe and other parts of the world. It is of course impossible to reflect the entire member base, but still there are specific activities that could meet the needs and interests of many.

We see a need for IGLYO to put focus on issues concerning queer, trans, higher education and intersectionality. Intersectionality refers to the fact that one cannot separate one part of a person’s experiences and identity from other parts. A quote could help to illustrate what this means, Audre Lorde said “There is no such thing as a single-issue struggle, because we do not live single-issue lives.” There are black lesbians, disabled transgender people and so on, and therefore the policies should reflect a bigger picture of society. 

When working intersectionally, you take all possibilities into account – e.g would this conference concept work for people from different ethnic minorities, for different kinds of disabilities, for men, women and others, and so on? Can everyone participate and be active in the discussions? By using an intersectional perspective in organizational work it is easier to find ways of improving the organization, in order to include and welcome everyone.

We see a need for IGLYO to start working intersectionally, and to further work with policy development within new fields, such as the ones mentioned above. 

The focus should naturally be on youth and student aspects of the issues. Young transgender people of Europe do not experience the same things as older transgender people. Also, the youth and student perspective on queer and intersectionality is very important and lacking on a European level.  

We will here present ideas for specific activities we think IGLYO should arrange in the coming years, regarding themes mentioned above.

Study session or conference on trans issues: 

· map the European transgender community

· education on transgender issues 

· discuss what different organizations have done in the specific field

· discuss how to strengthen the transgender community in a hostile environment as well as in an open environment

· discuss what  demands IGLYO should lobby for in terms of transgender issues on European and international level.

· discuss IGLYO’s future work in the field

Study session or conference on queer and intersectionality:

· introduction to queer and intersectionality

· develop organizations with regards to inclusion

· co-operation with other youth organizations

· feminism

· IGLYO’s ideology

· discuss IGLYO’s future work in the field

Study session or conference on higher education:

· equal treatment of students

· quality in higher education

· current legislation on national and European level

· discuss what demands IGLYO should put forward in terms of LGBTQ issues in higher education

· discuss IGLYO’s future work in the field

Carry out a survey on heteronormativity and LGBTQ students in higher education 

At the moment there is no existing research on how LGBTQ students experience heteronormativity in higher education. This survey would serve as a base for future lobbying and for future IGLYO events.

Lobby for anti-discrimination legislation for students on a European level, comprising primary, secondary and higher education. The legislation at the moment is non-existing. The European Union puts a lot of focus on working against discrimination at the workplace, but there also needs to be legislation covering the education system.

Lobbying strategy

What should be IGLYO’s priorities concerning lobbying? The social exclusion of LGBTQ youth is obvious, but what other issues should IGLYO put focus on in its contacts with European institutions and other bodies? We think this needs to be clarified.

On behalf of

SFG, The Federation of Swedish LGBT Student Organizations

[aikju] Identity Queer, Austria

ANSO, Association of Nordic LGBTQ Student Organizations

FSS, Organization of Queer Students in Iceland

WJNH, Wel Jong Niet Hetero, Belgium
RFSL Ungdom, The Swedish Youth federation for LGBT rights

BeLonG To Youth Project, Ireland

LBL-Ungdom, The Danish National Youth Association of Gays & Lesbians
KPH, Campaign Against Homophobia, Poland
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