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Understanding and developing Inclusive Social Policy to combat exclusion of LGBT students in Education
Deadline for receiving applications: Thursday 10th of February, 2005

Exclusion, harassment, bullying and isolation of LGBT youth within educational systems is seldom addressed as subject to be combated by inclusive policies. Even though much work has been done on the issue of one's sexual orientation in the education setting still discrimination bully and harassment occurs. It is in during this period and education setting where pupils go through some of the most important phases of their life, (e.g. puberty and coming-out, identity formation etc) a setting which most of the time is not a safe one. This is in spite of much work which has been done by many national and international LGBT organisations. 

During different previous events organised by the International Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgender Youth and Student Organisation (IGLYO) it became clear that educational systems within European perspective are often areas in which LGBTs fall victims of exclusion and therefore special focus on this area is necessary. Although bullying may also have origins in one’s ethnical, racial or religious background we want to specifically deepen into a subject of bullying and social exclusion based on sexual orientation, as based on our experience. 

With all these factors in mind IGLYO decided to dedicate a study to bring out the issue of bullying and harassment specifically based on sexual orientation in relation to educational institutions. We want to expose the issue of isolation: a consequence of bullying and/or ones sexual orientation and provide the tools on how to develop better inclusive social policies on different levels. These policies which would in turn help in the fight against exclusion of LGBT students in educational institutions. By looking to the concrete consequences of bullying and harassment and giving some theoretical background as well as practical input we aim to help participants recognise bullying and isolation even if it is not happening directly to them. 

In short, in spite of all the efforts nothing or very little has changed in relation to the issue. We wish to empower our participants and provide them with practical tools to confront or at least more efficiently tackle the issue in their own respective countries. Current projects should critically be discussed whereas for countries in which access to educational systems is unlikely to happen when it comes to LGBT issues, strategies should be developed. With this study session we aim to build the capacity of LGBT youth workers active and involved in educational systems in order to battle the daily problems these groups face.

The event will take place in close operation with the Council of Europe’s Directorate of Youth and Sport, which is also financially enabling IGLYO to organise this study session. 

In this application form you will first find further background information about the study session. After that you will find the application form for the study session. We encourage everybody to spread this application form widely. The IGLYO team is looking forward to receive your applications! 

Best wishes, 


IGLYO study session 2005 preparatory team, 

Beverly Craig, Darren Vella, Jasna Magic, Miriam Lexmann, Björn van Roozendaal

Background information on study session

Overall aim

To develop and share the knowledge and the skills of young LGBT activists, officers and youth workers that work with(in) educational settings and provide the participants with a kind of theoretical and practical background on how to deal with bullying and harassment  based on sexual orientation in relation to education.  

Objectives 

· To define and explain terms such as: social exclusion,  violence, harassment, bullying, hate crime, victimisation, abuse (all based on sexual orientation) and place them within the “education context”;  with this we intend to strengthen the theoretical background on the issue of the participants;

· To study concrete forms of harassment and bullying (verbal, physical, psychological)

· To identify the origins of bullying and harassment based on sexual orientation within schools and to provide the participants with different approaches in using all the means available when dealing with the issue of harassment, bullying, social exclusion…based on sexual orientation;

· To provide the participants with the useful information in how to recognise bullying and harassment even if it is not happening directly to them;  

· To let participants exchange experience they have on the discrimination and bullying issues and the combating against it, as well as add a political note;

· To equip participants with the knowledge on educational settings, educational acts, National Equality Bodies and Charters of good practice such as codes of conduct and Welfare requirements within Educational Acts looking after rights of the child in schools, and the role of different political bodies in this. By this we intend to provide participants with basic information on where and how to lobby in this field; 

· To empower and encourage participants to start building up projects such as GSAs (Gay Straight Alliance) that would bridge the gap and strive to eradicate the differences between LGBT and heterosexual youth daily reality in relation to education and thus discourage bullying and harassment based on sexual orientation. 

	
	April 3rd, Sunday
	April 4th, 

Monday
	April 5th, Tuesday
	April 6th, Wednesday
	April 7th, Thursday
	April 8th, 

Friday
	April 9th, Saturday
	April 10, Sunday

	09:30-13:00

break: 11:00 – 11:30
	A r r  i v a l s
	Official welcome

Overall introduction 

practicalities

Expectation of the participants 

 
	Formal introduction to the topic / 

defining the topic 

Defining and exploring forms of isolation and violation 

	Effects of bullying and isolation

Coming out at school

Establishing dialogue with teachers, parents..
	Exploration of levels of policy making

Political and social aspect of connected lobbying

Ways of lobbying for policy changes
	Potentially involved parties:

Introduction of CoE & other international institutions that can influence European policy making
	Open space for skill training

Overall conclusions, presentation of joint projects 
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	LUNCH
	LUNCH
	LUNCH
	LUNCH
	LUNCH
	LUNCH
	

	15:00-18:15

break: 16:15-16:30
	A r r  i v a l s
	Introduction to the connected terminology
	Study on case studies / practical examples

Exploration of social context
	Case study on consequences
	Free afternoon
	Workshops

open spaces for developing actions / projects
	Evaluation.

Reporting & follow up
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	18:15-19:00
	
	Home group
	Home group
	Home group
	
	Home group
	
	

	19:00
	Dinner
	Dinner
	Dinner
	Dinner
	Dinner in town
	Dinner
	Dinner
	

	20:00
	registration

Informal welcome
	Free

info session on IGLYO,  etc.


	Intercultural evening
	Free

Women’s Space
	Explore Strasbourg by night VS have a drink in EYC
	Free 

Women’s Space
	Farewell Party

Bye byes & I will miss yous
	




Working methods

The working methods will be varied and interactive with an emphasis on small working groups. IGLYO expects a great deal of input of experience from participants themselves (peer-to-peer education). Applicants who would like to organise workshops connected to the subject of the conference are welcome to propose this to the preparatory team. The tools and resources developed during the conference will be made available to all organisations after the conference, so they can be multiplied in their local/regional/national/international youth communities. For this purpose a reporting team will be composed out of participants. Applicants whom would like to participate in this team are encouraged to inform the preparatory team on this. 

Participants' profile

The course is aimed for IGLYO members, young LGBT activists, representatives of LGBT (youth) organisations and those with an general interest and passion for LGBT issues as part of Human Rights, persons who;      

· Are between 18 and 27 years of age;
· Are interested in sharing experiences and committed to learn about the topic of the study session;
· Are able to work in English;

· Have some experience (even if little) related to the topic of the conference (we are looking for beginners as well as experts);
· Can act as multipliers within their own organisation or community; 

· Are committed to set up follow-up activities after the study session;

· Are able to attend for the full duration of the activity.
We would especially like to encourage women and LGBT young people from other minority groups to apply for this conference!

Practical and Financial Conditions


Working languages

The conference will be held in English.  No translations will be available.

Venue and dates

The conference will be held from 3rd - 10th of April 2005 in the European Youth Centre in Strasbourg, further information will follow once the successful candidates have been selected and notified. All delegates are expected to be able to attend the duration of the conference. If you need to leave early or arrive late you must tell the prep team within this application otherwise you will risk losing your placement. 

Financial conditions

Participants are required to arrange their journeys in the most economical way (APEX tickets, student fare ... etc.). Successful participants will be reimbursed on the basis of the shortest and least expensive route between their place of residence and Strasbourg, France. Applications, which do not indicate the approximate price of the ticket, will not be taken into account. Visa costs will also be reimbursed. Please Note that applicants cannot fly into Strasbourg Airport instead must make cheapest route from either train or a connection of plane and train. Selected participants will receive together with the acceptance letter the travel regulations as set up by the Council of Europe. All participants are obliged to travel by the meanings set in this regulation. 

Registration Fee 

Registration fee for the conference is 43 Euro. No exceptions will be made!

Accommodation and meals will be provided by the European Youth Centre and IGLYO for you throughout the week. Please fill in the application for travel reimbursement if you want to be eligible for reimbursement.

Payment will be made in cash at the end of the study session upon basis of presented receipts. Please remember that the maximum amount of reimbursement will be the amount stated in the application form. Changes in travel costs should always be discussed with the preparatory team. IGLYO highly recommends all participants to look for funding for their travel from external sources. Participants who come from disadvantaged areas will be given priority for reimbursements. In this respect the IGLYO team ask you wherever possible to check with other organisations/ funding groups/ charities/ NGO’s etc for possible travel funds.

IGLYO can assist in offering you support through a letter for possible funders!!

How to Apply?

Candidates must fill in and send the enclosed application form and a letter of support from the represented organisation as early as possible. Deadline for receiving applications is the 10th of February. Please be aware that the preparatory team will always confirm reception of application form.

Email at: 
iglyo2005education@yahoo.com
Mail to: 
IGLYO


P.O. box 3836


1001 AP AMSTERDAM


The Netherlands 

The preparatory team will select participants from different geographical areas and organisations on the basis of their expectations and motivation. The accepted candidates will receive detailed information and confirmation of their participation on Feb 21st 2005. The other candidates will be put on a waiting list.

Deadline for receiving applications:

Thursday 10th of February, 2005

APPLICATION FORM

(Please type or use CAPITAL letters and write legibly. Be as elaborate as possible and feel free to add extra paper if needed.)

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Surname: 

First name:  

Nationality (citizenship): 

Full address
: 

Phone/Fax: 

E-mail: 

Age 
:








Sex: 

Do you identify as 
: 

( Homosexual / ( Gay / ( Lesbian / ( Bisexual / ( Transgender
( Queer / ( Heterosexual / ( Straight / ( Rather not say ( Other

Are you a member of any other minority? (Please specify): 

Your working languages (please mention all languages you are able to work in):

( English / ( French /

Other languages (please specify):

Have you any special needs or requirements (e.g. dietary, disability, etc.)?

If you are accepted, will you be able to attend the entire duration of the conference?

( No / ( Yes

If no, please indicate the reasons and duration for any absence:

Travel Reimbursement

Do you need to be reimbursed? ( No / ( Yes

If yes, please provide us with your reasons?

Have you tried other sources for funding? ( No / ( Yes
If yes, please state which?

Estimated travel cost:

Means of travel and travel route: 

	From
	To
	Means of Travel
	Cost in Euro

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	€


· Participants are therefore required to arrange their journeys in the most economical manner possible, on the basis of the shortest and least expensive route between their place of residence and the town in which the course is held. 

ORGANISATION INFORMATION

Will you represent an organisation?  ( No / ( Yes *

* Please add a formal letter of support from the organisation you represent!
Organisation: 

Full Address: 

Phone/fax:

E-mail:

Is your organisation a member of IGLYO? ( No / ( Yes

If no, does your organisation want to become a member of IGLYO ? ( No / ( 
How long have you been involved with your organisation?

In what capacity (board member, volunteer, employee …) are you involved in your organisation?

Please describe some of the activities of your organisation:

MOTIVATION

What type of activities (if any) have you attended regarding international youth work (including IGLYO events)?

Your interest, motivations and experience for the theme of this conference:

Would you be interested in presenting a workshop? If yes, in what areas would you focus?

Would you be interested in forming part of the report team (responsible for reporting of the sessions) or the journalistic team (writing a small week journal) or the social committee (responsible for the social programme during the event)? 

What kind of follow-up activities or joint projects are you planning to organise after the conference?

What do you and/or your organisation hope to gain from attending a study session of this nature?

VISA REQUIREMENTS AND REQUESTED INFORMATION

If you are accepted as a participant to this conference, will you require assistance in obtaining a VISA for France? ( Yes / ( No

If yes, please indicate:

Surname: 

First name:

Date of birth:

Place of birth: 

Your Passport number:

Issued at (place):

Issued on (date): 

Expires on (date):

Address in passport (if different from home address):

Phone/Fax:

Email:

FAX number of the nearest French Embassy:

I hereby commit myself to participate in the IGLYO Study Session Bullying and Isolation in Education taking place between the 3rd and the 10th of April 2005. 

I also acknowledge being responsible for my own travel and health insurance. 

Name: 

Date:

Signature:
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� All correspondence will be sent to this address and e-mail. Make sure it is complete.


� Participants should be 27 years of age or younger!


� This information is only disclosed to the conference prep team members.








