	[image: image2.jpg]



	International Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual and Transgender 
Youth and Student 
Organisation
	



[image: image1.jpg]i ngen 5 (Gonférence

...and a 50(6/ ?four oWn
z'tléntz'zf}/, Fcc[j/ image, and’ jenclér/ Je.xuafz't:‘}/




5th – 11th december 2004
rijeka, croatia
The International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Youth and Student Organisation (IGLYO) in close co-operation with Lesbian Organisation Rijeka (LORI) are proud to present the second Women’s Conference “…and a body of our own”, taking place in Rijeka between the 5th and the 11th December 2004. 
Why is IGLYO organising a women’s conference?

IGLYO recognised the need to explore the problems, dilemmas, contradictions for carrying out work not only ON women or even FOR women but also WITH women.  We look at gender and how it operates as a basic organising principle which profoundly shapes the concrete conditions of women’s lives.  Thus it is important to build bridges, to make connections with different women’s communities, to represent different women’s voices and in so doing discussing possibilities and problems for the production of knowledge.

September 2000 saw IGLYO organising its first Women’s Conference which was held in Berlin and resulted in being a great success.  It is fair to say that one can fully see the positive effects of that conference.  Indeed the positive outcomes of the Berlin conference have cascaded within and between members of youth organisations.  Women at IGLYO events have been since then not only asking for, but also demanding “Women’s Space”, and more often than not more than simple one such space.

IGLYO has successfully continued the encouragement of women to become more active and involved in its activities.  This Second Women’s Conference will be build on the success and encourage young women to not only become involved in decision-making processes, but to become leaders within their organisations and in life!

…and a body of our own
LBT subcultures have been described to downplay the importance of physical attractiveness and to challenge culturally prescribed beauty ideals.  Within this context, one might for example argue that LBT women should be more accepting their bodies and less likely to engage in disordered eating, than would heterosexual women.  The relationship between sexual orientation and body esteem has not been examined into much detail yet.  This conference shall enable 30 young LBT women to talk and discuss issues such as self-esteem, interpersonal [dis]trust, and the difficulties / support in identifying their own emotions.   
Is gender a more salient factor than sexual orientation on different variables? Are LBT young women as concerned with weight and dieting as are heterosexual women in order to be socially accepted in our society?  Are women – irrelevant of their sexual orientation – influenced by cultural pressures to be thin? Are these pressures greater for heterosexual women? Do LBT women consume more alcohol?
These are among the issues which will be discussed during the conference.  Thus, IGLYO’s 2nd Women’s Conference “…and a body of our own” mainly aims at taking into discussion such important moments and/or issues in our LBT lives, an overall analysis of phenomena which have always provoked reactions, be they bad or good, supportive or discriminatory. 

Objectives

The main objectives are:

·  To strengthen the theoretical background of the women participants in relation to the concepts of identity, body image and sexuality/gender.
· To share and exchange experiences and case examples of victimisation, isolation and disempowerment within our societies whilst identifying sources of discrimination, stigmatisation and violence in relation to women in sexual minorities.

· To develop the knowledge and understanding of women’s and minorities’ rights as universal human rights and their reality within the wider society by exploring also the equality of opportunities.

· To make use of methods and strategies on strengthening the participation of young women through obvious and alternative avenues, as a means to empower, develop and perpetuate an equal society in which LBT women are respected for their individuality.

· To continue to empower – socially, politically, and personally – young LBT women across the continent of Europe and beyond.

Programme

The six-day programme will include:

· A theoretical and practical exploration of the concept of body image in relation to sexuality taken from a personal, political and social perspective;

· Workshops to discuss different issues as a way of sharing personal and organisational experiences whilst raising awareness;

· The creation of a safe environment for all participants to learn more about the relationship between the societal portrayal of women’s bodies and their identity-formation;
· A social programme including intercultural evening, a day trip to Zagreb, a queer event at the heart of Rijeka, and a welcome and closing party.
Working methods

The working methods will be varied and interactive with an emphasis on small working groups. IGLYO expects a great deal of input of experience from participants themselves (peer-to-peer education). The tools and resources developed during the conference will be made available to all organisations after the conference, so they can be multiplied in their local/regional/national/international youth communities.
Participants' profile

The course is aimed for women who are coming from IGLYO member organisations, young LBTQ activists, representatives of LBTQ (youth) organisations and who:

· Are between 18 and 27 years of age;
· Are interested in sharing experiences and committed to learn about the topic of the conference;
· Are able to work in English;

· Have some experience (even if little) related to the topic of the conference (we are looking for beginners as well as experts);
· Can act as multipliers within their own organisation or community; 

· Are committed to set up follow-up activities after the conference;

· Are able to attend for the full duration of the activity.
We would especially like to encourage young women from other minority groups to apply for this conference!

Practical and Financial Conditions
Working languages

The conference will be held in English.  There will be no simultaneous translations provided.

Venue and dates

The conference will be held between Sunday 5th (morning arrival) and Sunday 12th morning (departure) of December 2004 at a hotel in Opatija (Rijeka), Croatia.
Registration Fee 

Registration fee for the conference is 80 Euros (for individuals from EU member states) and 50 Euros (for Non-EU countries, including accession states). Croatian participants’ fee is 30 Euros. No exceptions will be made. This participation fee includes participation in the programme, accommodation in a hotel (in Opatija) and breakfast, lunch and dinner.

Travel reimbursement

Due to limited finances to hold this conference, IGLYO has very limited possibilities to reimburse all travel costs.  Therefore, we will prioritise reimbursement for participants from non-EU countries (including accession countries).  IGLYO encourages every participant to look into local funding and scholarship possibilities (e.g. Open Society Institute).  Please fill in the application for travel reimbursement if you want to be eligible for reimbursement. Participants are required to arrange their journeys in the most economical way (APEX tickets, student fare, etc.). Successful participants will be reimbursed on the basis of the shortest and least expensive route between their place of residence and Opatija (Rijeka), Croatia. Applications which do not indicate the price of the ticket will not be taken into account. Visa costs will also be reimbursed. Payment will be made either by bank transfer or in cash at the end of the conference. 
IGLYO highly recommends all participants to look for funding for their travel from external sources. The maximum amount for travel reimbursement is approximately 300 Euros. IGLYO can assist you in offering you support through a letter for possible funders. 

How to Apply?

Candidates must fill in and send the enclosed application form as early as possible.  

E-mail (preferred) at: womenconference2004@yahoo.ie 
Fax at:  + 353-1-716-1195 (mention IGLYO Women’s Conference in the head of the fax) 

Mail to:  


IGLYO Women’s Conference

c/o WERRC, Faculty of Interdisciplinary Studies
Arts Annexe,

University College Dublin,
Dublin 4

IRELAND
The preparatory team will select participants from different geographical areas and organisations on the basis of their expectations and motivation. We strive to have a cultural and geographic diversity. The accepted candidates will receive detailed information and confirmation of their participation as early as possible (around October 25th, 2004). The other candidates will be put on a waiting list.

Deadline for receiving applications: 
Wednesday, 27th October 2004
APPLICATION FORM

(Please type or use CAPITAL letters and write legibly. Be as elaborate as possible and feel free to add extra paper if needed.)

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Surname: 

First name:  

Citizenship: 

Full address
: 

Phone/Fax: 

E-mail: 

Age
:








Do you identify as
: 

( Homosexual / ( Gay / ( Lesbian / ( Bisexual / ( Transgender
( Queer / ( Heterosexual / ( Straight / ( Other _________________

Are you a member of any other minority? (Please specify): 

Your working languages (please mention all languages you are able to work in):

( English

Other languages (please specify):

Have you any special needs or requirements (e.g. dietary, disability, etc.)?

If you are accepted, will you be able to attend the entire duration of the conference?

( No / ( Yes

If no, please indicate the reasons and duration for any absence:

ORGANISATION INFORMATION

Will you represent an organisation?  ( No / ( Yes *

* Please add a formal letter of support!
Organisation: 

Full Address: 

Phone/fax:

E-mail:

Is your organisation a member of IGLYO? ( No / ( Yes

If no, would your organisation want to become a member of IGLYO? ( No / ( Yes

How long have you been involved with your organisation?

In what capacity (board member, volunteer, employee …) are you involved in your organisation?

Please describe some of the activities of your organisation:

MOTIVATION

What type of activities (if any) have you attended regarding international youth work (including IGLYO events)?

Your interest, motivations and experience for the theme of this conference:

Would you be interested in presenting a workshop? If yes, in what areas would you focus?

What kind of follow-up activities or joint projects are you planning to organise after the conference?

VISA REQUIREMENTS AND REQUESTED INFORMATION

If you are accepted as a participant to this conference, will you require assistance in obtaining a VISA for Croatia? ( Yes / ( No

If yes, please indicate:

Surname: 

First name:

Date of birth:

Place of birth: 

Your Passport number:

Issued at (place):

Issued on (date): 

Expires on (date):

Address in passport (if different from home address):

Phone/Fax:

Email:

FAX number of the nearest Croatian embassy:

I hereby commit myself to participate in the IGLYO’s 2nd Women’s Conference ‘… and body of our own: Identity, body image and gender/sexuality” in Rijeka between the 5th and the 11th December 2004. 

I acknowledge being responsible for my own travel and health insurance. 

Name: 

Date:

Signature:

Application for Travel Reimbursement

IGLYO has only limited possibilities to reimburse travel costs. Therefore, we will prioritise reimbursement for participants from non-EU countries (including accession countries).  IGLYO encourages every participant to look into local funding and scholarship possibilities (e.g. Open Society Institute).  Please fill in this form if you want to be eligible for reimbursement.
Name:

Why do you want to apply for travel reimbursement?

Have you tried other sources for funding? ( No / ( Yes
If yes, please state which?

Estimated travel cost
:

Means of travel and travel route: 

	From
	To
	Means of Travel
	Cost in Euros

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	€


Can your organisation contribute to your participation? If so, how much (in euro)?

Send the application by E-mail (preferred), fax or send this application form by 
Wednesday 27th October 2004:

E-mail at: 
womenconference2004@yahoo.ie  

Fax at: 

+353-1-716-1195 (mention IGLYO Women’s Conference in the head of the fax) 

Mail to: 

IGLYO Women’s Conference

c/o WERRC, Faculty of Interdisciplinary Studies

Arts Annexe,

University College Dublin,

Dublin 4

IRELAND
Remember that sending in an application form does not guarantee you a place! You will be informed about your participation as soon as possible.

The prep team hopes to see you in Rijeka in December!

Ruth Baldacchino, Arina Balenovic, Jelena Celebic, Etain O’Kane
� All correspondence will be sent to this address and e-mail. Make sure it is complete.


� Participants should be 27 years of age or younger!


� This information is only disclosed to the conference prep team members.


� Please note that you will get reimbursed the amount stated on this application form.
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