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The invisibility of homosexuality in the broader society, the lack of information in the educational system and repeated use of hate speech in the mass media all add to the general feeling of homophobia and therefore present a demanding challenge for the work of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) youth groups and all other youth organisations who fight for equal rights. That is why the International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Youth and Student Organisation (IGLYO) strategic actions in the past two years have targeted ways to diminish this phenomenon.

In January 2002, IGLYO has held an international Hearing on the position and discrimination of LGBT youth in Central and Eastern European countries, focusing particularly on accession countries to the European Union. At this Hearing, IGLYO learned that despite of the legal protection offered by both European Union (EU) and Council of Europe, discrimination of LGBT youth in accession countries and EU member states is still widespread. 

In June 2003, IGLYO organised a study session entitled “Overcoming Homophobia:  Towards an inclusive social policy for LGBT youth”.  Held at the European Youth Centre in Budapest it brought together youth from different organisations from across Europe with the main purpose to analyse already existent policies on LGBT issues and to set up better strategies to combat discrimination against LGBT. 

IGLYO recognises that most of our member organisations are working towards promoting LGBT values through the media. Reality shows that media is also quite interested in LGBT issues, but unfortunately often portrays LGBT youth in a stereotypical or prejudicial way. This study session aims at developing the knowledge and skills of young LGBT activists on how to deal with media in or and achieve their goals. 

This topic reflects very well the need for visibility and participation of LGBT people in society in general. As many LGBT youth organisations have to face a working environment which is not as inclusive as the environment given to many ‘mainstream’ organisations, they appreciate the opportunity to network within IGLYO, exchange experiences of work and develop ideas for joint and cross-border projects. This conference will help IGLYO in developing a stronger LGBT youth network in Europe, promote values of tolerance and non-discrimination and increase participation of young LGBT people in the democratic decision-making processes in their country.
Objectives of the study session: 
· To identify how written and visual media reports on LGBT issues from the participants’ personal and organisational experiences; 
· To improve media skills in order to ensure a fair image of sexual minorities and to overcome stereotypes and prejudices fostered by media in society at large;
· To understand the concept of lobbying through media and to identify examples of good practice herein; 
· To develop knowledge and skills on how to lobby and create room for change in society with the help of media.  
General Programme (Subject to change)
Day 1: Introduction to the issue 
· Overall introduction on the goals of the study session
· Expectation of the participants from the training session 
· Practicalities 
Day 2: Media and lobbying for human rights 
· Formal introduction to the topic
· Discussing the topic of human rights and media as related to LGBT youth 
· Small group discussions on depicting the human rights framework in the media
Day 3: Present practices of LGBT issues in media 
· Plenary discussion on media practices: identifying stereotypes, prejudices, general image of sexual minorities
· Small group discussions on how media reflects sexual orientation and common stereotypes
· Analysing concrete examples drawn from newspaper articles, TV-shows etc. 
Day 4: Press-monitoring as a tool to evaluate media and its reflection
· What is a press monitoring?
· Ways of analysing the press 
· Practice of press monitoring in small groups
· Using the results of the press monitoring 
Day 5: Building desired media practices / Lobbying
· Introduction to lobbying / The role and place of media in a lobby campaign
· How to organise good appearances in media as a lobby tool
· Define a desired image of LGBT youth as reflected by media 
· Small group discussions
· Developing joint projects 
Day 6: Closure
· Overall conclusions, presentation of joint projects and toolkit
· Evaluation, reporting and follow-up
Working methods

The working methods will be varied and interactive with an emphasis on small working groups. IGLYO expects a great deal of input of experience from participants themselves (peer-to-peer education). The tools and resources developed during the conference will be made available to all organisations after the conference, so they can be multiplied in their local/regional/national/international youth communities.

Participants' profile

The course is aimed for IGLYO members, young LGBT activists, representatives of LGBT (youth) organisations and those with an general interest and passion for Human Rights, persons who ;      

· Are between 18 and 27 years of age;
· Are interested in sharing experiences and committed to learn about the topic of the conference;
· Are able to work in English;

· Have some experience (even if little) related to the topic of the conference (we are looking for beginners as well as experts);
· Can act as multipliers within their own organisation or community; 

· Are committed to set up follow-up activities after the conference;

· Are able to attend for the full duration of the activity.
We would especially like to encourage women and LGBT young people from other minority groups to apply for this conference!

Practical and Financial Conditions
Working languages

The conference will be held in English.  No translations will be available.

Venue and dates

The conference will be held from 14th - 21st of March 2004 in the European Youth Centre in Strasbourg, further information will follow once the successful candidates have been selected and notified. All delegates are expected to be able to attend the duration of the conference. If you need to leave early or arrive late you must tell the prep team within this application otherwise you will risk losing your placement. 

Financial conditions

Participants are required to arrange their journeys in the most economical way (APEX tickets, student fare ... etc.). Successful participants will be reimbursed on the basis of the shortest and least expensive route between their place of residence and Strasbourg, France. Applications, which do not indicate the approximate price of the ticket, will not be taken into account. Visa costs will also be reimbursed.

Registration Fee 

Registration fee for the conference is 80 Euro (for those from EU member states) and 50 Euro (for Non-EU countries). No exceptions will be made!

Accommodation and meals will be provided by the IGLYO in the centre. Please fill in the application for travel reimbursement if you want to be eligible for reimbursement.

Payment will be made either by bank transfer or in cash at the end of the conference. IGLYO highly recommends all participants to look for funding for their travel from external sources. The maximum reimbursement is that of 400 Euro. 

Participants who come from disadvantaged areas will be given priority for reimbursements. In this respect the IGLYO team ask you wherever possible to check with other organisations/ funding groups/ charities/ NGO’s etc for possible travel funds

IGLYO can assist in offering you support through a letter for possible funders. 

How to Apply?

Candidates must fill in and send the enclosed application form and a letter of support from the represented organisation as early as possible.  

Email at: iglyo2004@campus.ie (preferred)

Fax at:  + 32-2 732 51 64      (mention IGLYO in the head of the fax) 

Mail to: ILGA-Europe 


C/O Iain Gill IGLYO

            Avenue De Tervueren 94


1040 Brussels, Belgium

The preparatory team will select participants from different geographical areas and organisations on the basis of their expectations and motivation. The accepted candidates will receive detailed information and confirmation of their participation on Feb 9th 2004. The other candidates will be put on a waiting list.

Deadline for receiving applications: Thursday Feb 5th, 2004

APPLICATION FORM

(Please type or use CAPITAL letters and write legibly. Be as elaborate as possible and feel free to add extra paper if needed.)

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Surname: 

First name:  

Nationality: 

Full address
: 

Phone/Fax: 

E-mail: 

Age 
:








Sex: 

Do you identify as 
: 

( Homosexual / ( Gay / ( Lesbian / ( Bisexual / ( Transgender
( Queer / ( Heterosexual / ( Straight / ( Rather not say ( Other

Are you a member of any other minority? (Please specify): 

Your working languages (please mention all languages you are able to work in):

( English / ( French /

Other languages (please specify):

Have you any special needs or requirements (e.g. dietary, disability, etc.)?

If you are accepted, will you be able to attend the entire duration of the conference?

( No / ( Yes

If no, please indicate the reasons and duration for any absence:

Travel Reimbursement

Do you need to be reimbursed? ( No / ( Yes

If yes, please provide us with your reasons?

Have you tried other sources for funding? ( No / ( Yes
If yes, please state which?

Estimated travel cost:

Means of travel and travel route: 

	From
	To
	Means of Travel
	Cost in Euro

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	€


* Participants are therefore required to arrange their journeys in the most economical manner possible, on the basis of the shortest and least expensive route between their place of residence and the town in which the course is held. 

ORGANISATION INFORMATION

Will you represent an organisation?  ( No / ( Yes *

* Please add a formal letter of support from the organisation you represent!
Organisation: 

Full Address: 

Phone/fax:

E-mail:

Is your organisation a member of IGLYO? ( No / ( Yes

If no, does your organisation want to become a member of IGLYO ? ( No / ( 
How long have you been involved with your organisation?

In what capacity (board member, volunteer, employee …) are you involved in your organisation?

Please describe some of the activities of your organisation:

MOTIVATION

What type of activities (if any) have you attended regarding international youth work (including IGLYO events)?

Your interest, motivations and experience for the theme of this conference:

Would you be interested in presenting a workshop? If yes, in what areas would you focus?

What kind of follow-up activities or joint projects are you planning to organise after the conference?

What do you and/or your organisation hope to gain from attending a study session of this nature?

VISA REQUIREMENTS AND REQUESTED INFORMATION

If you are accepted as a participant to this conference, will you require assistance in obtaining a VISA for France? ( Yes / ( No

If yes, please indicate:

Surname: 

First name:

Date of birth:

Place of birth: 

Your Passport number:

Issued at (place):

Issued on (date): 

Expires on (date):

Address in passport (if different from home address):

Phone/Fax:

Email:

FAX number of the nearest French Embassy:

I hereby commit myself to participate in the IGLYO Study Session LGBT Youth & Media between 14th and the 21st of March 2004. 

I acknowledge being responsible for my own travel and health insurance. 

Name: 

Date:

Signature:



E-mail (preferred), fax or posted and to be received by Thursday, February 5th, 2004:
E-mail at: 
iglyo2004@campus.ie 

Fax: 

+32 2 732 5164 (mention IGLYO in the head of the fax) 

Address: 





ILGA-Europe





C/O Iain Gill IGLYO





Avenue De Tervueren, 94






1040, Brussels





Belgium

Remember that sending in an application form does not guarantee you a place. You will be informed about your participation as soon as possible.
On behalf of the Board of IGLYO 

Best Wishes 

Iain Gill

Course Director   

The Prep team looks forward to seeing you in March; if you have any queries send them to iglyo2004@campus.ie
For more information on IGLYO's work visit our website at www.iglyo.net
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� All correspondence will be sent to this address and e-mail. Make sure it is complete.


� Participants should be 27 years of age or younger!


� This information is only disclosed to the conference prep team members.








